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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Group Art Unit: 2121 
Examiner: Ms. Crystal J, Barnes 



In re PATENT APPLICATION of 
Applicant(s) : Ichiro FUKUOKA et al 
Appln.No : 09/821,810 
Filed : March 30, 2001 

For : LAUNDRY SYSTEM 



Attorney Ref : AI204 



INFORMATION 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



June 24, 2004 



Attention: Box Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
PO Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

This is an information disclosure statement submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97- 
1.98, within the time period specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.97(d). 

A Form PTO-1449 and copies of the references listed therein are attached. 
These references were cited in a Search Report by the European Patent Office on the 
counterpart European application, and a copy of the European Search Report is 
enclosed. All of the references, it is noted, are written in the English language. 

The European Search Report was mailed on April 1, 2004. Accordingly, the 
undersigned attorney states that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in 
a counterpart foreign application no more than three months prior to the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

The $180 fee specified in 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(p) is being submitted concurrently. 
Should this remittance be accidentally missing, however, or should any additional fees 
be needed, such fees may be charged to our Deposit Account number 18-0002. 
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In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider 
the references and make them of record. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Allen Wood 
(Reg. No. 28,134) 
RABIN & BERDO, P.C. 
1 101 14 th Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20005 
Telephone: (202)371-8976 
Telefax: (202) 408-0924 
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FORM PTO-1449 
^InPc^iiation DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
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Atty. Docket 
Al 204 


Application No. 
09/821,810 


Applicant 

Ichiro FUKUOKA et al 


Filing Date 

March 30, 2001 


Group 
2121 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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Initial 




Document 
Number 
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Class 
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Filing 
Date 




AA 


5,799,281 


08/1998 
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Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 
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Class 


Trans- 
lation 




Al 


WO 97 45814 


12/1997 


PCT 










AJ 


GB 2 234 837 


02/1991 


Great Britain 










AK 


WO 99 49419 


09/1999 


PCT 










AL 


WO 99 48062 


09/1999 


PCT 
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OTHER (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 




AN 
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Examiner 


Date Considered 


EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 



